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Growing Since 1940

Apricot Care Sheet

This is a basic introduction into growing apricots in our area; it covers pruning, pest, diseases 
and other useful information to get you started.  We advise you to read more into it either 
through extension websites, books, and other resources.

Plant Growing Conditions
To grow an apricot tree successfully it is best to plant an apricot tree where it can have plenty of 
space to grow (most trees are now semi-dwarf so allow space for a tree that can grow 10 to 20 
feet tall and wide).  Apricot trees grow best in full sun and in a spot with plenty of air flow, this 
also helps prevent fungal diseases from developing on your tree. However Apricots produce best 
when protected from North blowing winter winds, this way it prevents bud damage. Remember 
to routinely fertilize the trees with a fertilizer that has a mild nitrogen rate, strong phosphorous 
and potash like 8-16-16, this encourages a good leaf and root growth (nitrogen) while providing 
the nutrients for better flower and fruit production (phosphorous). 

Remember that fruit is mostly water so you will need to deep soak your trees in our hot summers 
to keep the fruit trees healthy and fruit production stable. A small sprinkler on hose at a low 
pressure is good way to deeply water the tree.  Generally a weekly soaking is good practice on 
top of your lawn sprinklers.  A drip system can be used as well, we recommend two adjustable 
micro-sprayer emitters to hopefully ensure that if one is plugged, the tree still gets some water 
until you can unplug the emitter.

Spraying 
This is a spraying summary of what kind of spraying is needed to care for your Apricots to be 
both a good neighbor and protection of your own fruit.

Late February- Apply dormant spray or Horticultural Oil to control over wintering eggs, larva, or 
scales that will cause problems when spring rolls around these pests become active.  Also to 
control over wintering fungal spores use Copper Fungicide, do not use Lime Sulfur fungicides 
on apricots because of their sensitivity to sulfur can kill them.

To control Aphids, Scale, Powdery Mildew, Peach tree Borer, and Spider Mites as needed when 
the pest present themselves. 
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Gummosis-Leaking Sap
Gummosis is a common symptom of Apricots however the reason is not always cut and dry.  
This can be result of a boring insect, disease, or simply environmental condition cause them to 
leak sap.  So when investigating where the tree is leaking sap check for bore holes (bug), lesions 
or abnormal bumps (fungal disease), or if it is just leaking sap (environmental).  Treat 
accordingly based on the result of your investigation of the leaking sap. 

Cross Pollinating
Apricots have varieties that are self-fruitful as well as varieties that require a second to produce a 
productive crop.  So when you are selecting a variety check for this.

Pruning
Apricots are best to prune in the summer to prevent diseases from entering the pruning wounds 
(mainly Eutypa dieback).  Fruit producing spurs last only 4 years so when pruning work on an 
open center by removing some of the current years shoots as well as some of the older branches 
to refresh the tree. You can also control the size of your Apricot by pruning upward growing 
branches back to a bud facing upward and away from the center of the trunk. Apricots do not 
have the vigor of other fruit trees so they do not require the hard pruning that Plums or Peaches 
do.  

Thinning
Apricots for normal fruit size as well as even fruit production from year to year, it is best to thin 
fruit so there is one per 4 to 6 inches on the branches.  

Harvest
Apricots are ripe when all green color is gone from the fruit.  Once ripe they will fall from the 
tree in windstorms so be mindful of how ripe your ripe are the apricots.  Also note that a green 
apricot never ripens, so pick them when they are yellow to orange.


