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Growing Since 1940

Filbert or Hazelnut Care Sheet

Filberts are great tasting and easy to care for in the Columbia Basin.  The trees can be grown as 
tree or as a large shrub depending on pruning practices.  The nutshell appears to resemble an 
acorn and kernel is tasty plain or with chocolate. We advise you to read more into it either 
through extension websites, books, and other resources. 

Plant Growing Conditions
To grow an apricot tree successfully it is best to plant an apricot tree where it can have plenty of 
space to grow (most Filbert Trees grow 10 to 15 feet tall and wide).  Filbert trees grow best in 
full sun and in a spot with plenty of air flow; this also helps prevent fungal diseases from 
developing on your tree. Remember to routinely fertilize the trees with a fertilizer that has a mild 
nitrogen rate, strong phosphorous and potash like 8-16-16, this encourages a good leaf and root 
growth (nitrogen) while providing the nutrients for better flower and fruit production 
(phosphorous). Any organic or synthetic fertilizer marketed for Fruit Trees is good to use.  

Remember that fruit is mostly water so you will need to deep soak your trees in our hot summers 
to keep the fruit trees healthy and fruit production stable. A small sprinkler on hose at a low 
pressure is good way to deeply water the tree.  Generally a weekly soaking is good practice on 
top of your lawn sprinklers.  A drip system can be used as well, we recommend two adjustable 
micro-sprayer emitters to hopefully ensure that if one is plugged, the tree still gets some water 
until you can unplug the emitter.

Spraying 
This is a spraying guide of what kind of spraying is needed to care for your Apricots to be both a 
good neighbor and protection of your own fruit.

Late February- Apply dormant spray or Horticultural Oil to control over wintering eggs, larva, or 
scales that will cause problems when spring rolls around these pests become active.  Also to 
control over wintering fungal spores use Copper Fungicide or Lime Sulfur.

To control Aphids, Scale, Filbertworm, and Leafroller, spray as needed when the pests present 
themselves.

Cross Pollinating
Filberts are not self fruitful and require a second tree of a different variety to produce nuts.
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Pruning
Filberts naturally grow upright and have a good branching habit, so they don’t need thinning or 
refresh prunes.  However Filberts do have a tendency to sucker, so throughout the year remove 
suckers otherwise your Filbert tree will develop into a large tangled shrub. 

Harvest
Filberts are ready for harvest when they fall to the ground, simply pick up and let dry in the sun 
for several days to week.  Then crack the shell and enjoy plain or in backing.


