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Sweet and Sour Cherries

Cherries are very delicious to enjoy in the early summer with pies, fresh eating, and deserts.   
However there are some things to know about the Fruiting cherries before buying or to be 
informed or when inheriting one when buying the house.  

Plant Growing Conditions
To grow a cherry tree successfully it is best to plant a cherry tree where it can have plenty of 
space to grow (most trees are now semi-dwarf so allow space for a tree that can grow 10 to 15 
feet tall and wide).  Cherry trees grow best in full sun and in a spot with plenty of air flow; this 
also helps prevent fungal diseases from developing on your tree.  Remember to routinely fertilize 
the trees with a fertilizer that has a mild nitrogen rate, strong phosphorous and potash like 
8-16-16 or one the says for Fruit Trees, this encourages a good leaf and root growth (nitrogen) 
while providing the nutrients for better flower and fruit production (phosphorous).  Remember 
that fruit is mostly water so you will need to deep soak your trees in our hot summers to keep the 
fruit trees healthy and fruit production stable. 

Local Ordinances 
It is Washington state law that a property owner takes care of the all pest and disease on their 
property particularly economic pests.  So when you want to plant an apple tree to produce your 
own fruit keep this in mind when growing apple trees in the Benton and Franklin Counties.  If 
you do not wish to care for your tree do not plant them.  Also if you move into a home with a 
fruit tree in the yard and you do not wish to spray have it removed to prevent it from being a host 
the pests listed below.

Spraying 
This is a spraying summary of what kind of spraying is needed to care for your cherries to be 
both a good neighbor and protection of your own fruit.

Late February- Apply dormant spray or Horticultural Oil to control over wintering eggs, larva, or 
scales that will cause problems when spring rolls around these pests become active.  Also to 
control over wintering fungal spores use either Copper or Lime Sulfur fungicides.

Mid May until harvest (depends on variety of cherry)- Malation, Carbryl, Spinosad are used to 
control the infestation of Western Cherry Fruit Fly generally by the label of the product of choice 
in a frequency of about 7 to 10 days (always read the label of your chemicals to make sure they 
can be used on your cherry tree as well as the frequency of use and how close to harvest can you 
spray).
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To control Aphids, Scale, Powdery Mildew, Peach tree Borer, and Spider Mites as needed when 
the pest present themselves.  However several of these pest are controlled by the same chemicals 
for that are used to control Western Cherry Fruit Fly. 

Cross Pollinating
Sweet cherries for the most part need a second tree of a different variety of cherry to produce 
cherries, but be careful of what you pair together due to the difference in bloom time and 
compatibility.  The most common pairing of the Tri-Cities is the Bing and the Rainer cherries.  
Van cherry will work both, however Royal Ann and Lambert will not cross with Bing, so keep 
this in mind when selecting cherries. There are self fruitful varieties these include Stella, 
Whitegold and Santina.  Pie Cherries are Self Fruitful however they do not pollinate Sweet 
Cherries well because of difference in bloom time. 

Pruning
Unlike other fruit trees the fruit producing spurs do not need refreshed.  Fruiting cherries 
naturally grow upright and thick with branches to make it easier to spray and harvest thin some 
of the branches out annually to allow for an open and sturdy structure.  This pruning would take 
place in August for young trees to prevent Bacterial Canker. Mature Trees can be pruned in Early 
Spring (Feb/March) or after harvest. 

Thinning
Cherries do not need to be thinned.

Harvest
Cherries are ready to be picked when fully colored and are flavorful.  Red cherries are fully 
colored when the flesh is the same color as the skin.  However taste is the more important factor 
on determining ripeness on non red cherries.


