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WALNUTS
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Walnuts for the most part are easy to grow in Benton and Franklin Counties of Washington State.
Nut trees in our area have very few pest and disease issues that require a lot of spraying when
using the nuts for eating. The following information is to help you be successful growing and
harvesting

Plant Growing Conditions

To grow a walnut tree successfully it is best to plant an apricot tree where it can have plenty of
space to grow (most trees grow 30 to 50 feet tall and wide). Walnut trees grow best in full sun
and in a spot with plenty of air flow; this also helps prevent fungal diseases from developing on
your tree. Remember to routinely fertilize the trees with a fertilizer that has a mild nitrogen rate,
strong phosphorous and potash like 8-16-16, this encourages a good leaf and root growth
(nitrogen) while providing the nutrients for better flower and fruit production (phosphorous).
Avoid 16-16-16 on fruit trees because it pushes more leaf and stem growth while little fruit
production. Remember that fruit is mostly water so you will need to deep soak your trees in our
hot summers to keep the fruit trees healthy and fruit production stable.

Spraying
This is a spraying guide of what kind of spraying is needed to care for your Apricots to be both a
good neighbor and protection of your own fruit.

Late February- Apply dormant spray or Horticultural Oil to control over wintering eggs, larva, or
scales that will cause problems when spring rolls around these pests become active. Also to
control over wintering fungal spores use Copper Fungicide or Lime Sulfur.

To control Aphids, Scale, Husk Fly, and Spider Mites as needed when the pests presents
themselves.

Cross Pollinating
Walnuts are self-fruitful, so you only need one tree to produce nuts.

Pruning

Walnuts are long lived and need very little pruning because they naturally have an open branch
habit. Occasionally you will need to remove dead branches that occur in hard winters (below 0
degrees Fahrenheit).
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Harvest
When walnuts are ready for harvest the husks open up that nuts fall from the tree. Simply pick

up them off the ground. Once picked up take them into a garage and place them on a single row
on screen racks. Allow them to dry for about 2 to 3 weeks. To check for readiness shell the
kernel and break it in your hand, if it breaks easily and cleanly the kernel is ready ready.
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