
Job’s Nursery LLC
547-4843     

 www.jobsnursery.com     
4072 Columbia River Road, Pasco, Wa

Basic Fruit Tree Guide
Here is a basic care guide to keep your fruit trees free of 
pests or diseases and the trees well fed to produce 
excellent fruit.  For more in depth care sheets by species  
check out our website at jobsnursery.com/

Dormant Clean Up
All fruit trees benefit from a one time Dormant Spray and 
Copper Fungicide application in Mid Feb to Early March 
to clean up overwintering bugs or diseases like Peach 
Leaf Curl.  

Suggested Products (* notes organic)
Bonide All Seasons Spray Oil*
Bonide Liquid Copper Fungicide*

Dormant Season pruning on all fruit trees is great to 
control diseases by allowing good airflow to dry the 
foliage.  Thin out any crossing branches and reduce the 
height for easier upkeep of spraying, thinning and 
harvest.

Fertilizing
For good fruit, your trees need to be well fed.  Healthy 
trees bear great fruit and are not as susceptible to 
disease or insects.  Here are a few products to feed your 
trees. (* notes organic)
Mircle Gro Fruit Tree Spikes or Ross Fruit Tree Spikes 
Apply to label directions based on size of the tree(s) April 
1 and August 15th.
Dr. Earth Fruit Tree Fertilizer*  
Apply to label directions based on the size of the  
tree(s) on April 1, Memorial Day, and August 15th
Lily Miller Rhododendron Evergreen Food  
Apply to the label directions based on the size of the 
tree(s) on April 1, Memorial Day and August 15th.

Thinning Fruit
Selectively reducing your tree’s crop load is best for 
providing consistent crop year after year.  It also allows 
for easier disease prevention and insect control. Note 
cherries do not need to be thinned.

Watering
Fruit is mostly water, by keeping a tree hydrated insures 
good quality fruit. Adjust you water by the outdoor 
temperature to water more when warmer and less when 
cooler. Deep soak so the soil is moist 12 inches deep.

Pest Control for Apples, Pears and Cherries
These species of fruit trees have pests that are attracted 
to their fruit and burrow into it.  This is a problem for you 
and local orchards (super markets or exporters do not 
buy buggy fruit).

For Apples and Pears you need to spray every 7 to 10 
days to control Coddling Moth from about Mid May till 
your varieties harvest date. While for Cherries you need 
to spray every 7 to 10 days to control Western Cherry 
Fruit Fly from Mid May till you varieties harvest date. 
Sprays containing Malathion or Spinosad (organic) are 
the best controls for these pests.
 
Pest Control for Apricots, Peaches, Nectarines, Plum/
Prunes, Pluots, and Apriums
These species do not have fruit born pests that infest tree 
fruit and require routine spraying.  Spray as you need 
when pests become problematic; pests like Aphids, 
Peach Tree Borer, Earwigs, Scale, or Spider Mites. 

Disease Control for Fruit Trees
You should watch out for Peach Leaf Curl, Bacterial 
Canker, and Powdery Mildew for your Stone Fruits. For 
Apples and Pears you should keep an eye out for 
Powdery Mildew and Fireblight. Spray or control as 
needed.

Recommended Products
Here are some products that can be used to keep your 
fruit, bug or disease free.  Use the controls as directed to 
the label regarding the pest your trying to control and the 
fruit you have. (* notes organic)
Bayer Fruit, Citrus, & Vegetable Insect Control
Bonide All Seasons Spray Oil*
Bonide Captain Jack’s Deadbug Brew (Spinosad)*
Bonide Citrus, Fruit & Nut Orchard Spray*
Bonide Eight
Bonide Fruit Tree Spray
Bonide Fruit Tree Guard 
Bonide Insecticidal Soap*
Bonide Liquid Copper Fungicide*
Bonide Malathion
Bonide Revitalize*
Garden Tech Sevin
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