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Helpful Local Information When Landscaping in the Tri-Cities
Our Hardiness Zone
Tri-Cities is a USDA Zone 7 (0℉), which is based on 
our average coldest winter temperature. However, 
experience has taught us to select plants that are 
hardy to USDA Zone 6 (-10℉) or colder. When using 
a Sunset publication, we are Sunset Zone 3b.

Our Soil pH
Our soil pH ranges from neutral (pH 7) to alkaline 
(7.1 to 8.2).  For gardening ease you can select 
plants that are tolerant of neutral to alkaline soils.  
For acidic soil loving plants, you will need to adjust 
your fertilizing practices to help acidify the soil with 
fertilizers and soil amendments to keep acidic soil 
loving plants healthy.

Our Soil Texture
The Tri-Cities has sand, loam and clay soils.
Sand soils feel gritty and drain easily.  Loam soils 
are a mix of particles, feel smooth and also drain 
easily. Clay soils are dense, hold moisture, pack 
easily, feel sticky and sometimes have drainage 
issues.  

Our Soil Fertility
Our soil fertility is average with a good availability 
of phosphorous, potassium, and copper.  However 
it is low in organic matter, nitrogen, calcium, iron, 
boron, manganese, and zinc. These nutrient levels 
can drop lower depending on if your soil pH is high; 
iron, zinc, boron, manganese and nitrogen can be 
tied up.  To compensate for the local high soil pH, 
use a fertilizer that contains sulfur, a good amount 
of nitrogen and trace elements (nutrients other than 
the big three numbers on a fertilizer label). Using 
composts or planting mixes as a top dress or 
during planting is another great alternative.

Our Annual Rainfall
Our annual rainfall is approximately 7 inches.  Most 
trees, ornamentals and veggies will need 
supplemental irrigation in the Tri-Cities.  Most of 
our annual rainfall occurs in the fall, winter and 
early spring.  In dry winters (rains less than an 1 
inch per month) its a good practice to water 
evergreens monthly to keep them happy.

Our Climate
Our climate, by gardening standards, is considered 
harsh and one of the hottest.  Our temperature 
extremes can range from -15℉ to 115℉.  We also 
have low humidity and frequent wind storms that 
can damage plants.  When a plant requires shade in 
the hottest of climates, then in our area the plant 
needs to be shaded in afternoon. Plant native to 
humid climates, should be planted where they are 
shielded from the south, southwest, or west winds 
to avoid foliage burns.

Our Frost Dates
Our frost dates are when we are free of frost that 
can damage or kill fruit tree blossoms, summer 
annuals, and warm season vegetable plants.  
Typically our average last frost free date is April 
7th. This is when you have a 50% chance of frost.  
You can plant as this time, but you will need to 
watch for freeze warnings and cover your tender 
plants as needed.  By Mother’s Day, the first Sunday 
in May, you are 100% free of frost and can plant 
tender plants without needing to worry about frost 
protection.  Our first frost date is October 17th, but 
we can have frost occur as early as October 2nd, so 
be prepared to start protecting tender plants at that 
time.

Our Most Common Plant Problems
Our most common plant problems are (in order 
most occurrence): under watering in the summer; 
insects; planting trees or ornamentals too deep;  
nutrient deficiencies; fungal disease due to too 
much night watering; winter damage; overwatering 
in spring and fall; and fertilizing too close to winter. 
By knowing these problems ahead of time, you can 
work to avoid them.

To learn more about these local conditions, plants 
that do well here and more great info consider 
joining our eNewsletters, checking out the Blog of 
Job’s and liking our Facebook Page. 
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