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Peaches and Nectarines are one summer’s best tasty treats.  They are also easy to take care of as 
far as pests are concerned, just be vigilant on pruning.  Peaches and Nectarines are related to the 
point that a Nectarine is a fuzz less peach.  So beside that they can be treated similarly. 

Plant Growing Conditions
To grow a peach or nectarine tree successfully it is best to plant a peach or nectarine tree where it 
can have plenty of space to grow (most trees are now semi-dwarf so allow space for a tree that 
can grow 10 to 15 feet tall and wide).  Peach or nectarine trees grow best in full sun and in a spot 
with plenty of air flow, this also helps prevent fungal diseases from developing on your tree.  
Remember to routinely fertilize the trees with a fertilizer that has a mild nitrogen rate, strong 
phosphorous and potash like 8-16-16, this encourages a good leaf and root growth (nitrogen) 
while providing the nutrients for better flower and fruit production (phosphorous).  Remember 
that fruit is mostly water so you will need to deep soak your trees in our hot summers to keep the 
fruit trees healthy and fruit production stable. 

Spraying 
This is a spraying summary of what kind of spraying is needed to care for your peaches and 
nectarines to be both a good neighbor and protection of your own fruit.

Late February- Apply dormant spray or Horticultural Oil to control over wintering eggs, larva, or 
scales that will cause problems when spring rolls around these pests become active.  Also to 
control over wintering fungal spores like Peach Leaf Curl use either Copper or Lime Sulfur 
fungicides.

To control Aphids, Scale, Powdery Mildew, Peach tree Borer, and Spider Mites as needed when 
the pest present themselves. 

Cross Pollinating
Peaches and Nectarines for the most part are self-fruitful.  There are only a few varieties that 
need a second variety to produce a successful crop, mostly the Hale hybrids like J.H. Hale.  
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Pruning
To keep your tree healthy and productive, peaches and nectarines, need heavy annual pruning 
because it produces fruit on one-year-old branches.  This species is a vigorous grower and will 
require thinning every year.  Remove roughly two thirds of the previous years growth to allow 
for an open habit, allowing for air flow to prevent disease as well as to prevent the tree form over 
producing itself one year and little production the next as well as preventing the branches from 
sagging due to too much weight.  Also by doing this maintenance pruning you can keep the tree 
size to a manageable size for picking and spraying. 

Thinning
Peaches and Nectarines for normal fruit size and even fruit production from year to year, it is 
best to thin fruit so there is one peach per 6 to 10 inches on the branches.  

Harvest
Peaches and Nectarines are ripened on the tree until they are soft (yield to pressure).  You can 
pick 2 to 3 days before this stage and still retain the flavor and sugar content.  Picking your fruit 
earlier than this stage will prevent proper flavor development.


